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Any hints that the svelte new Midas was potentially a fun sportscar were negated for Russell
~Bulgin by the fact that the glassfibre monocoque machine is a kit car, and also that fittin?_
6’ 7 ' of Features Editor into a small two-seater was not his idea of a great day out. Eventually
“he grudgingly made his way to beautiful downtown Oldham to try the car. Three days (and
550 miles) later the ignition keys had to be prised away from his sweaty paim. ...
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corlinued from page 3
An ever open window is also insidiously tiring
on the sars

Midas country is full of fast. open curved B-
roads with a fow white lanes thrown in for
good measure. Along such routes,
staggeringly quick journoy times can be
achieved. Such performance should, however,
be slotted firmly into perspoctive. This is not &
Porsche 924 Turbo beater; or even a Goll GTi
contender. What it merely does, if the legal
limit i$ B0mph, is allow you to average 60mph
wvirtually anywhere. The test vehicle had an
out-of-tune 1275GT engine giving 42bhp at
the wheels, calculations show that some
I.cibhp will push the coupd along at arcund

100mph. Combine that with a 0-60 time of
around 12 seconds and it's performance
would seem fixed as pretty dull.

Except that it flies around corners. It's all
100 easy to be having a ball at 55mph on a
favourite road, enjoying the responsiveness,
the total feel, and then suddenly realising that
you ¢an take these curves up 1o 15 mph
quicker without any whitening of the
knucklas.

So although the car would be written off by
those short-sighted indwiduals who can soo
no further than the black-and-white of a
parformance graph, the truth is that it
gummons up anough usable foral poerformance
to slay most two litre family boxes.

There's a typical A-series flexibility in both
third and = aspecially = top gear; but it is
enhanced in & Midas. It allows the majority of
overtaking 1o be done without having 1o drop
down a cog. & pluspoint that emphasises the
car's light weight, Wherein lies an anomaly.
A Midas scales around 650 kg: BL Cars’
published brochure figure for a1275GT is
675kg. A 50 pound loss doos not promote that
kind of vary real benelit. Mention this to

Harold Dermott and he will claim that the
Mini figure - going by the homologated
compolition weight - could be as much as
100 kg out; which sulfices a8 ond axplanation.

Around town, the thick rim 13-neh whea!
adds a hittle to the steering effort, Quick
Mini's require a lot of forearm action 1o fight
around corners. The archatypal Mini cornaring
technique is the twitching of the steering to
“threeponny bit” the wrn and fight off the
understeer. With its overall lighter weight and
alered distribution - the wheslbase is a
useful four inches longer than the Mini's -
the Midas feels different at speed. No longor
is thae forearm jab the quickest driving style;
réclined in the Midas, you diive Irom the
wrists, The turn-an is go-kart quick, as are
ransient responses.

The steering itsell seoms lighter, whilst on
the mova that welcome decroaso in olfont is
complementéed by an altogether faster
movement from lock-t1o-lock; it feols as though
& guicker rack is fitted, The cornoring
Sensation 15 similar 1o that in a hot Mini, And
because you are 50 close 1o the ground, that
shght feeling of roll present in the saloon
has been banished. It oflers the choice of two
methods for tightening your passage through
a corner; power on or power off. Both will
rapadly drag the nose in cloder to the kerb. On
2 road you know well, it's easy to find a lew
mph here and there by the carelul positioni
of the car on the tarmac; six inches 1o the
or night makes a discernible difference.

Harold Dermolt accepts that the ride at the
rear is not perfect, but is realistic in his
assessment of the problem. “Wa regard it as
acceptable, but there's more to come. Part of
the answer is that a company of our Size can
only spend 30 long developing something
Somatimas you have 16 2ay, "‘well, ight, it's
not perfect, no car on the road is perfect, but
what we've got is perfectly saleable.” = That
understood, the ride/handling cempromise
still needs a litthe more work. One up. the rear
is 100 s1ifl. The front absorbs bumps well, the
back end baraly tolerates them. Driving as the
£ar invites you to do. 8 mid-turn shock can
unsettle the rear wheels. With a passenger
aboard it feels steadier; with lqutlga in the
tail the balance is near perfect 1er Springs
and revised damping should promote a cure.

MNaturally that httle flick the tail accasionally
gives when pressing on can be taken as a
true sports car input; equally the thump that
percolates through when you hit a change of
surface while wolling down 1o the laynderette
can bacoma a feal annoyance.

Ono of Britain's leading Mini rally drivers
took the Midas down a lavourite road and
drove it with a flair that separates him from the
talentless. He felt = after cornering it in a style
that Joe Avérage could only dréam about -
that ultimately it required only wider tyres
than the rather.dead 145770 Dunlop SP
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Sports to give a tad more front end bate, and
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the rear suspension adjustments already
mentioned to make it & “really groat car”,
Alter commanting on the fine all-round
visibility. he then asked about the price of a
compatition shall. .

Afver the test, the disc/drum brakes were
found to require bleeding. Which explains the
alarmingly soft padal on occasions. Initial
thoughts on the 1275GT system centred on
the fitmant of 8 servo 10 cure the problem, but
air in tha pipowork was found 1o be tho cause
of tha upset Aside from that, the brake
balance - with just a hint of forward bias -
wis superb, and the consistant foursquare
pull-up reassuring in a car where it's
decoptivaly aasy 1o haul into & curve
substantially quicker than is desired.

it Harold Dermott had wanted 1o build a

raca car, think how much simpler his life
would have been. Provided his cars lasted
race distance, they could be as crude as a
suparmarket trollay. The only rules he would
have 1o obey would ba those of the RAC: the
driver would be concerned only with going

avar laster. In a road maching, you crave
relinement: easy-to-overlook engineering
nightmares like wind-up windows and intefor
body moulds take a disproportionate amount
of time to design and develop. Typically,
Dermott wanted the Midas to look good
inside.

Custom-made fitted carpet covers the floor.
The whala intéror is panelled in black flack
vinyl painted glasslibee pieces. IU's a great
idea. In the prototype. soma of the panel-to-
panegl joins were sloppy And whilst self-
tapping scrows are an ideal fixing method,
thoy look irritatingly tacky if the heads
protrude at untidy angles. Admittedly, on a
production car the fitment was far, far batter -
but some passengers found the all black road-
rally car look interior somawhal oppressive.

The inner door panels with their recassed
handles and Stratos-derived map carrying
door bags were neat. but even allowing for
the glovebox in the newer cars, more storage
space would be a help. And whilst the
dashboard is ergonomically sound with its BL
column stalks and neat swilch binnacle, most
felt that it could do with a little brightening
up. Perhaps a few subtle berels around the
instruments would do the trick. And the stick-
an rear screen heater gives the ¢ar a shightly
low-rent appearance.

Type Approval is a fiercesome EEC-
demanded testing procedure that instills a
deop fear into small-run car makers. The
Midas i3 designed to comply wath the actual
régulations; the problem is that to undertake
the necessary testing programmae would add a
minimum of 25% to the car’'s price. It's (o gain
exemption from the TA regime that the car
must ba offered in kit form. Two vaniants ang
offered; the Superkit and the Deluxe kit. Bolt
up your own engine, gearbox and subframe to
a Superkit and with 12 hours work, you've got
a fully-built Midas, ready to go. The
simplified = and more popular = Deluxe vanant
requirés that you not only supply the complate
front end, but also the rear brakes and hubs,
wheels and tyres, seats, fuel tank and gauge,
steering column - basically all the
components you've already got lying around if
the flogr's retted out of your old Mini.

The Deluxe kit costs £1950, the Superkit an

sdditional £1300. Once the VAT contant has
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