


Contents
Editorial   2
Real value
Interview with Harold Dermott   3
Reprint of Alternative Cars, Summer 1980
Necessitiy the mother of invention   6
Rear suspension mod by Alan Donowho
Castle Combe and Angouleme   9
Report by Malcolm Hazell
Castle Combe Mini Track Day 10
Report by David Johnson
Photo gallery 11
Castle Combe Mini Track Day 2008
Photo gallery 13
Fly Drive Lelystad 2008
Photo gallery 14
Midland Classic Tour 2008
Brooklands museum visit 15
Mike Perkins reports
Letters 19
The readers' view
Midland Classic Show 20
Hans Efdé enjoys the last summer day
Kit car show reports 22
George Sutherlands keeps the Midas spirit alive
Snippets 23
Small stuff
Russian kitcar Pegus 24
Interesting looking car found on www
Advertisements 25

1

Disclaimer
The views expressed within these pages are those of the writer. Articles may be copied but
ultimate copyright resides with the original author. TheMidascarsforum would be grateful if
any articles that are reproduced, are attributed correctly and a copy sent to the author.



Previously I wrote an editorial called "value"
in which I questioned the low prices people
were selling their Midas cars for. Now a few
months later it has come clear that the
economy has gone haywire because of
excessive loans and the value of goods and
property has collapsed. 

It turned out that all those expensive cars in
the street and big houses could be bought
because banks believed in their value and
lent people money to buy them. That is,
YOUR money you had put in the bank as a
saving or pension. Sorry it's all gone now.
Vaporized since everything was a big air
bubble. That 100 grand Aston Martin was
just worth 20, that million pound villa, really
not a penny more than 500 grand. 

And your Midas? Well that's just worth what
you think it is. If you consider it to be the
best car in the world then spend your money
on a new engine, paint, interior and so on.
And it will only be more valuable. But just in
your eyes. And there is nothing wrong with
that. The only thing that counts in the end is
the grin on your face when you drive it. 
The value of things is now open for
discussion anyway. If you say your Midas is
worth 15 grand you're an idiot. But if 1000
people say it as well, it's suddenly true and
you have invested wisely. It's like in the
fairytale of the emperor and his clothes.

Welcome to the first edition Midascarsforum
magazine. It is a sort of celebration issue
because in December 1978 the Midas Bronze
was unveiled at Alexandra Palace in London.
For us it was the start, but in fact for Harold
Dermott it was the end of a 2 year period of
hard work to get the car production ready! I
had hoped to have Harolds story of the
Midas start up in this issue, but

unfortunately he has not found the time to
write it up. Perhaps we'll read it in issue 2.

As a replacement I have reprinted the first
interview Harold gave in Alternative Cars in
1980. It gives an interesting insight in the
first years of the Midas company. I hope
you enjoy it and the rest as well. Many
thanks to all contributors who made this
edition again possible.
I wish you all the best for 2009 and hope to
meet you at one of the meetings. If all goes
well the Dutch Midas Squadron will be
present at Stoneleigh 2009. Now back to
the garage.....

Hans Efdé
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