


I've got kind of a soft spot for

our Mrs Thatcher. Yep, Mags
and them old Cabinet boys of
hers are sure going to get this
country sorted out. Build a few
maore nuclear rockets to drop on
the Reds . . . declare war on
Social Security scroungers . . .
giva more power to the rozzers
« « « SCrap all taxes on writars
and journalists . . . chuck out
all these non-reflective people
who slip in ‘cos theyTe fifth
cousins twice removed . . . and
introduce a new TV channel ex-
clusively for programmes like
“Winner Takes All™, “Blankety-
Blank", “Crossroads” and
“Coronation Strest”. All great
stuff for sura.

| must admit, however, some
surprise at her Transport Bill.
Give up ecompletely any hope
of finishing M25 — well, that's
understancable. Allow complate
freadom of speach and action
when confronted by a Traffic
Warden—thats fine. But arm
Traffic Wardens to anabla them
to fight back? Mow that could
be dangerous. And refuse to
sanction Government grants to
all citizens wishing te build kit
cars—tnat is just staggeringly
short-sighted! Think of all tne
opportunities to conserve exist-
Ing chassis that ara going to ba
lost. Think of all the tons and
tons of dirty, ecily mechanical
bits that still run sweatly but ara
geoing to grind to a permanent
halt on the scrapheap, . . .

Take all those dear little Minis
for a start. Not a lot of hope for
their grotty tin bodies, but just
look at the variety of new homas
tha Government could be sub-
sidising on behalf of their
engines and subframes. Most
luxurious possibility is a superb
little number called the Midas,
as produced by a very profes-
sional and progressive concern
from Oldham. D. & H. Fibreglass
Techniques doesnt sound very
glamorous, | know, but one thing
these guys do have is technigue.
Neatly styled, thoroughly prac-
tical and beautifully finished both
inside and out, the 242 Midas
Is, in my humble opinion, far
and away the best kit car to
have emerged since the Elan or
Clan Crusader. Mind you, at wall
over £2000 for the fully finished
glassfibre monocogue  body/
chassis unit, it's not cheap, %o
maybe you'd prefer something
& mite more economical?

What about the Mini-Marcos,
for instance? Same company,
same glassfibre, same techniqua,
same practicality: just not quite
the same degree of style or
spacification, that's all, Much
easier on tha pocket, though, at
anything from €£645 upwards.
And not so far above that, for
starters at least, Is a wall-known
kit car which has recently gone
back into production after a long
gpell in the doldrums. It's the
GTM,. a tidy little device that
uses a semi-monocogque chassis,
front and rear spaceframes and
an attractive “‘glass’” body to
house its mid-mounted Mini
power unit. KMB Autosports s
the name of the company, a
nama you'll ba hearing a lot
mora of In the future,

But perhaps you'ra not Into
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I don't know about you, but

small sporty coupés at all? So
what about bolting that Mini
lump into a tough little wutility
wagoni There are two cholces
in this bracket, the Mini-Scamp
and the Jiminl. The former has
been around for years, and thus
its aluminium-panelled space-
frama chassis is a thoroughly
tried and tested structure cap-
able of yumping and bumping
ite way through a multitude of
applications until the cows coma
home. And that's probably where
the Scamp is most in its element
=on the farm,

It's dirt cheap, too. Possas-
sor of much the same sort of
structure, except that it's all
steel, the Jimini certainly has
tha edge on looks. It's still
tough, of course, but combines
the he-man look with an element
of trendiness that grows even
more desirable in  six-wheal
form. I'll cost you £595 for a
gixar, E100 less for the four-
some, and is one of the simplest
build-up jobs around.

Talking of he-men insting-
tively makes me think of Spit-
firas and Spridgets. | mean, you
don't ses hunks of muscle
driving them, do you? At least,
not on the road, anyway (OK,
John?). But hold on, there are
ways in which a8 man need not
lose his self-respect when his
girlfriend /lover loans him her
soft-centre sportster. It's simple
really; just get the thing into a
garage for a few days and bolt
on a body conversion kit=
Arkley S5 for tha Spridget. DSL
Spyder for the Spitfire. Offered
by famous Morgan purveyors,
John Britten Garages, the Arklay
is not surprisingly the more suc-
cessful of the two conversions
but them, with its funny waist-
line and high engine, the Spit-
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fire’s a more difficult subject to
deal with. Chack ‘em out any-
way: you can't go far wrong
price-wise. They're both under
£300.

Ona wehicle which wouldn't
cost old Maggle much to help
us kit twits re-cycle is tha Hill-
man/Chrysler Imp, | mean, there
just aren't enough of them
around. In any case, thers ara
enly two Imp-based kits avail-
able these days. Best known
must surely ba the amazing
Davrian. a machine which has
proved its all-glassfibre mono-
coque structure over and owver
again in racing, rallylng and
roading. There surely cant be
many Triple C readers who
aran’t awara of this tough little
maciine and the consistent de-
valopment it has recelved over
the years. But there can’t be so
many who know about the Imp-
based Pulsar. Thiz car features
another completely rust-free
monocoqua unit, the main differ-
anca being Itz futuristic shape —
extravagant lines that date all
the way back to the startlin
Probe 16 design exercise o
1969. The likeness isn't so easy
to spot these days, however,
developments to the 242 Pulsar
2 and the re-styled Pulsar 3
derivative having erased most of
tha original Probe shape. Still,
if you want a wild Imp, the
Pulsar’s the way to go.

If you want a wild Ford, It
raally has to be a Geoff Jago
Modal-T street rod, though |
suspact you cads reading this
would be more likely to show a
healthiar interast In Geoff ‘s more
conservativa line, the Geep.
Even then, | guess the old war
wagon Is something of an

acquired taste, so If you don't
fancy shelling out about E£500

on a Geep body/chassis unit to
re-cycle your Escort, why not
try a Dutton Phaeton assembly
at around E£100 less? It's the
only othar option for Ford dirty
bits, though it can in fact ba
fitted with almost any engine
you fancy. You'll hava to stick
to Triumph front suspension and
steering whatever you do, but
with care and patience you'll
end up the proud possessor of
a real four-wheeled motor-bike.
Great fun—at least, so0 my Mum
says,

Churning out body/chassis
units at the rate of around seven
per week, the Dutton company
is nowadays our most successful
kit car manufacturer. Just shows
the nostalgic mood we're all in.
Go one stage further, though,
inta the realms of replicas, and
we find a company that's just
a8z successful in terms of de-
mand, If not In supply. It's RMB
Motors of Barwell, Laicester-
ghire, who produce an excellant
pieca of automobile forgery
called the RMB Gentry. Looks
just lilke an MG TF, this one,
the only obvious giveaway being
the forward-mountad rad grille
which hides a standard Triumph
Herald or Vitesse core. Yep, TF
ar no, the Gentry Is really a
tubular framed bodyshell to re-
clothe the trusty Triumph. It
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cost you £435 plus VAT in kit
form or £685 plus VAT in pra-
assembled form. Worth every
penny of it. too. Other worth-
while ways of re-cycling a
Herald or Vitesse? Wall, thera's
only one, and it's actually quite
gimllar to the Gentry. It's the
Spartan, a bodyshell assembly
that's not so0 much intended as
any kind of replica as merely a
traditional-looking thingy.

So, like the Ford and the Imp,
the trusty Triumph offers only
two avenues to the kit car
builder. If | was to say now that
the kit car business is on the
verga of a boom, then | guess
you'd be quite right to question
ma. But It is, honest it iz, evan
though the owner of a dacaying
BMC 1100/1300 is actually a
stage worse off with only one
option left opan for his running
gear. Yes, folks, Its the Magenta
ar the scrapheap; around £540
{for the basic body/chassis kit)
and hours of fun in the garage
or ablivion. Actually, converting
it into 8 Magenta is a very kind
thing to do to an 110071300,

‘cos it transforms It from a bor-
Ing old fart into a spirited fun
car. Pay out a bit extra, and
thera's even a gullwing-doored
hardtop to make it half practical.
Go on, give it a whirl,

Right. now here comes the
moment you've all bean waiting
for, the real biggie—how many
ways can you go about trans-
forming a VW Baatle? Well, tha
answer won't even take 5 per
cent of the space it would need
if | wera writing this In the
USA, but it's still by far the

* biggest category. Buggies, GTs,
fun cars, sports cars—you got 8
Beetla, you got ‘em all. Best
known and cldest favourite of
tha lot must be the Nova, Origin-
ally introduced in 1972 and a
real evergreen since then, the
Mowva still looks as good as it did
the day the first prototype rollad
out of the ftctory. It's also as
awkward to get into through
that amazing lifting cockpit
canopy, and only fractionally
mare  practical as regards
creature comfortz. But it has no
equal; not yet, at least. Kits?
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Peter Filby reviews the
current kit car scene

Wall, they‘re available in basic
and de-luxe forms (at £1250
and £1850 respectively] from
Nova Cars Ltd up in Bradford.

Without the sheer style of a
Mova, but still looking pretty
dramatic just the same, is the
Charger. Bean doing nicely for
quita a whila, this ona, thanks
largely to lts excellent finish and
remarkably low price of E£650
plus VAT for the basic body-
shell. Its pride could be denied
a bit by the brand naw WVW-
based Griffin, though—as de-
veloped from the earlier Maorris
Minor van/estate-based Griffin
{which, incidentally, s still
availabla}. As a nicely stylad,
practical sports estate, this ona
will have wide appeal, | reckon.
Warth chacking out, for sura.
Also showing the way for the
naxt generation of VW-based
kits Is the Interasting Pelland
Sports, a fully developed 'glass
monocoque  structure  which
accapts Its motor back to fronmt —
e, ahead of the rear axle line,
as in Formula V" racers. Looks
ood, too, bit like a modarn

per Seven. £E7B5 plus VAT is
the price.

And now for the VW-based
cars you all love to hate . . .
beach buggles! You thought
they'd died out wyears ago,
didn’t you? Wall, youi're wrong.
They never did die out, they
just hibernatad for a while. And
now they're back, to terrorise
your neighbourhood with a ven-
geance. Most evil of them all
must ba the Rat, an old timer
that knows all the tricks. Flbre-
Fab of Wokingham is where
you'll find it. Fastest breeder of
them all has always been the
GP bug, known in its latest form
as the Alpine Buggy. and really

ulte a whizzarco. It's for the
ull-length VW pan, and has
has very neat side panels, but
I'va decided against showing
you a plc as | thought you'd pre-
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far to see the lovely lady adorn-
ing GP's second model, the
estate-style Ranchero. Also for
a full-length job, and very prac-
tical, so they say—the bodyshall,
that is, not the lady.

Other bugs? Wall, | won't
bare you with them all—let's
just say that two others worthy
of consideration are tha sooper-
dooper Baja GT (complete with
neat lift-off roof pansl) for a
chopped chassis, and tha wvolu-
minous Volksrod In both swhb
and Iwb form.

What I'd like to do now. to
tia this article up in style, Is go
right back to the other end of
the scala and leave you on &
high note with two kit cars you'll
probably never be able to afford.
First. the S-type Jaguar saloon-
based Kougar, sold as a beauti-
fully finished complets body/
chassls unit at £3150 plus VAT.
Conservative Party policy here
would simply have to be to In-
crease the Car Improvement
Grant to match the quality of
the finished product. It would
cost them a bit, but what a
lovaly way to spend monay.
Ditto any contrlbutions towards
the construction of a Super
Saven, that very triffickest and
ultimatest form of kit car.
You're talking here of some-
thing like £4000 for the com-
plete component form wehicle,
though a meara £2700 or so will
get you a great showplece for
tha front drive—as long as you
ﬁ.nn't mind having no engine In

Wall, there you have it, mes
enfants, a very brisf resumé of
the beautiful, the good, the bad
and the wugly. There's surely
gsomeathing for everyone in what
is once again a thriving kit car
scena. No? Oh, alright then,
you'll just have to wait and see
all the wondaerful new modals
that will be announced during
the summar. . . .

P.S. Hopa you've read this,
Maggie and will consider the
suggested grant schema, 'l
never vota MNational Front again.
Honest.

As trua to form as’ ever, the kit
car scene has changed fairly
radically since wea last covered
It. Several well established
names have gone to the great
liguidator In the sky. several
others are thriving and working
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frantically on new models, and
the usual crop of new and highly
enthusiastic manufacturers has
appaarad. But over tha last year
or two, the scene has certainly
settled into a steadier pattern
than it has known for years—tha
stronger, more eafficlent com-
panies growing steadily and
only the amateur or.part-time
scratchers getting left by tha
wayside. Kit cars coming-of-aga
at last? Well, they just could be.

Thera has, of course, been ona
major scare for kit car manufac-
turers and enthuslastis over the
last year or so, the dreaded
Typa Approval. So let's get the
record straight right from the
sgtart—at the moment Type
Approval remaing nothing much
mora than a scare, a distant
possibility. Originally the pro-

posals were to have taken effact
on cars registered as new [with
new plates, atc) from April 1st

thizs wyear. Howaver, thay've
already been deferred for a year,
and the Department of Trans-
port has as good as admitted
that annual deferment will con-
tinua for some time until it has
tha manpowar and resources to
get together some form of
special test to OK the construc-
tion and roadworthinass of all
kit cars. Like some form of
stifar MOT test in all proba-
bility. And when you think of
some of the horrors seen on the
road in the past, not really such
a bad idea at all.

You'll have noticed that the
above few lines rafer to kit cars
registerad as new. But if you
build a car on an existing
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{Continued from page 81)

chassls, or use all the com-
ponents of one car and mearaly
re-body them (even if you use
a new chassis), then it's a whole
differant ball game. Tha answer
hera Iz to retain the original
registration. This way it's maraly
a re-bodied or modified wversion
of the original car which In no
way will come under any form
of Type Approval jurisdiction.
You probably. won't have to do
much more than obtain an
engineer’s report for your insur-
ance company. You might not
evan have to do that.

So you see, If you keep the
original plates you're not likely
to have much hassle. If you in-
sist on getting a new ragistra-

tion, well, even then the
procedura’s not really so daunt-
ing. It just Involves several

“official’” inspections, a doliop
of new car tax and one or two
other similar delicacies. It would
taka much more space than we
hava here to explain all the ins
and outs of the business, and
the best advice is to contact
your nearast local Vehicle
Licensing Office for all the de-
tails . . . or mayba read the
ralevant info as contained In &
new kit car publication by some
chap called Peter Filby., Happy
hunting|

The publication to which Mr
Filby so coyly refers is called
“Alternative Cars 79" and costs
£1.25 from Special Car Con-
sultants, 86 Hythe Road, Brigh-
ton, Sussex BNT 6J5. If you
want ta know more about the
kit car scene, this book provides
8 complete guida to available
kits, with each modal deseribed
and illustrated. Fealures also
covar registration, specialist car
clubs and the newsy “Kit Snips"”
column. [t containg 48 pages.
gnd tha first issue is out now,
with a second revised issue out
around October time. W

83



